Virtual imaging guiding implant surgery.
This article describes a method for using software, together with a prosthetically designed diagnostic stent and computed tomography (CT) imagery, to allow the implant team to take advantage of existing osseous structures, while avoiding vital anatomy. The technique involves the conversion of a diagnostic stent to a surgical guide stent to allow the precise placement of the implants in the sites selected by virtual imagery. The process can be accomplished completely in-office by the practitioner, with the assistance of his or her local laboratory support.